
STATE OF TEXAS  § 
COUNTIES OF ARANSAS § 
SAN PATRICIO AND NUECES § 
CITY OF ARANSAS PASS § 
 
On this the 20th day of February, 2006 the City Council of the City of Aransas Pass convened in a 
Regular Council Meeting being open to the Public at the regular meeting place thereof in the City Hall 
and notice of said meeting giving the time, place, date and subject hereof having been posted and 
prescribed by Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code with the following attendance to wit 
constituting a quorum. 
 
 
PRESENT   Jesus Galvan,  Mayor 
    Frank Hametner, Councilmember 

Grace Chapa,   Councilmember 
    Jay Attaway,   Councilmember 
 
ABSENT:   Dorothy Roberts, Mayor Pro Tempore 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
PERSONNEL PRESENT: Scott Thompson, City Manager 

Allen Lawrence,  City Attorney 
Karen Mayer,        City Secretary 
Ada Owens,  Asst. City Secretary 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
PERSONNEL ABSENT:  None. 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Darren Gurley,  Director of Public Works 
 Frank Truitt,  City Inspector 
   
OTHERS PRESENT: Ralph and Lu Arcemont, Don and Jeannie Brummett, Pam Martin, 

Vickie Abrego, Dennis Lugg, Irene Ivey, Walter Minnich, Harold 
Webster, Karl Lovette, Randall Freeze, Belinda Ritz, Pam Benson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Nick Mirkovich, Patty Gilden, Rose Mary Upton, Billy Blaylock, 
Robert Daehn, Earl Buckmaster, Eva Young, Nancy Allen, Jay 
Masterson 

  
 (There may have been others present who did not sign in). 
 
ITEM  1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER. 
  

Mayor Galvan called the meeting to Order at 7:00 P.M. on February 20, 
2006. 
 

ITEM  2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED 
STATES FLAG AND THE TEXAS FLAG. 

 
Mayor Galvan asked for a moment of silence for our men and women 
serving in the military overseas. 

 
 The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag and the Texas Flag 

was lead by the Mayor and Council. 
 
 Mayor Galvan called on Darren Gurley, Public Works Director to give a 

report on the Mayor’s Advisory Committee “Rediscover Aransas Pass 
Trash Off.”  Mr. Gurley reported it was very successful with over 100 
volunteers and he thanked the following: 

• Volunteers for their time and equipment, 
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• BFI for their donation of dumpsters, 
• Dawson’s in Gregory for donation of a dumpster for metal 
• County Commissioner Jim Price for donation of a claw truck 

and a long haul trailer for brush pick up, 
• Other participants – the Chamber of Commerce, Aransas Pass 

Women’s Club, students from the Science and Spanish Club, 
and Aransas Pass Science Club. 

 
They collected 170 cubic yards of trash which equals approximately 
24 tons.  The volunteers were served a hot dog/hamburger lunch.  
HEB, APDG, and the City sponsored the cookout. 
 

 
ITEM  3.   CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 

 
Mrs. Lu Arcemont asked when did the Council dissolve the Memorial 
Commission? 
 
Mayor Galvan stated the Council did not dissolve the Memorial 
Commission.   
 
Mrs. Polly Mirkovich stated she and Wilma Anderson were placed on 
the Marina Advisory Committee when Rick Ewaniszyk (former City 
Manager) first came to Aransas Pass.  They were supposed to be 
consulted on things that happen at Conn Brown Harbor.  Mrs. Mirkovich 
stated she had all the literature to back up her statement.  She asked 
when was the Council going to consult the Harbor Advisory Committee 
about what is happening at the Harbor? 
 
Mrs. Mirkovich stated the Committee was told that money from a well 
pumping “down there” was going to be used to fix up the Harbor and 
she has been waiting for years and nothing has happened. 
 

ITEM  4. CONSENT AGENDA – “All of the Following items on the Consent Agenda 
are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted with one 
motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
Councilmember so requests.  If discussion is desired that item will be removed 
from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately”. 

  
A. Approval of Minutes of a Regular Meeting of February 6 2006. 
B. Consider and Act on Agreement between the City of Aransas 

Pass and Karen Mayer. 
 
Councilmember Hametner made the motion to approve the Consent 
Agenda Items A and B.  There was a second by Councilmember Chapa 
and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

ITEM  5.  ORDINANCE 2006-3890 - AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF “CITY OF ARANSAS PASS, TEXAS COMBINATION 
TAX AND LIMITED PLEDGE REVENUE CERTIFICATES OF 
OBLIGATION, SERIES 2006”; PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF 
SAID CERTIFICATES BY THE LEVY OF AN AD VALOREM TAX 
UPON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY AND 
FURTHER SECURING SAID CERTIFICATES BY A LIEN ON AND 
PLEDGE OF THE PLEDGED REVENUES OF THE SYSTEM; 
PROVIDING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SAID 
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CERTIFICATES AND RESOLVING OTHER MATTERS INCIDENT 
AND RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE, PAYMENT, SECURITY, SALE, 
AND DELIVERY OF SAID CERTIFICATES; AUTHORIZING THE 
EXECUTION OF A PAYING AGENT/REGISTRAR AGREEMENT AND 
A PURCHASE AND INVESTMENT LETTER; COMPLYING WITH THE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE LETTER OF REPRESENTATIONS WITH 
THE DEPOSITORY TRUST COMPANY; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

  
 Mr. Mark McLiney of Southwest Securities stated he and the Council 

had been working on issuing $1M in Certificates of Obligation (C of O’s) 
for approximately three months.  Mr. McLiney handed the Council a 
Current Utility System Debt Service schedule and Bond Debt Service 
schedule saying he was there to report the sale of the C of O’s for $1M 
at a 4.25% interest rate.  Mr. McLiney stated the purchaser was Bank of 
America, who is also the City’s depository.  There were two other bids; 
Texas Independent Bank at a 4.5% interest rate and Sun Trust at a 
4.22% interest, however, the City would have had to pay paying agent 
fees of $500.00 per year.  He stated the second hand out showed the 
comparison between where the Council started with the process and 
the result of the sale.  The difference being $84,961.00 savings at the 
4.25% interest rate from where the Council budgeted the C of O’s.   

 
 Mr. McLiney stated if the Council approved the issuance of the C of O’s 

the funds would be in the bank March 15, 2006. 
  
 Councilmember Hametner stated it was time the City started fixing the 

infrastructure, water and sewer and he hoped Lamont Street could 
come into that package at some time. 

  
 Councilmember Hametner made the motion to authorize the issuance 

of “City of Aransas Pass, Texas Combination Tax and Limited Pledge 
Revenue Certificates of Obligation, Series 2006”; providing for the 
payment of said certificates by the levy of an ad valorem tax upon all 
taxable property within the City and further securing said certificates by 
a lien on and pledge of the pledged revenues of the system; providing 
the terms and conditions of said certificates and resolving other matters 
incident and relating to the issuance, payment, security, sale, and 
delivery of said certificates; authorizing the execution of a paying 
agent/registrar agreement and a purchase and investment letter; 
complying with the requirements of the letter of representations with the 
depository trust company; and providing an effective date.  
Councilmember Attaway seconded the motion and the motion carried 
unanimously. 

  
ITEM  6. PUBLIC HEARING ON REQUEST OF IMPORT AUTO/AHMAD 

FARAHNAKIAN FOR A RENEWAL OF HIS CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT TO CONTINUE THE OPERATION OF A USED CAR LOT AT 
161 N. COMMERCIAL, LOTS 1 THRU 4, BLOCK 547, OLD TOWN 
SITE.  THE PROPERTY IS ZONED GB-GENERAL BUSINESS. 
 
City Attorney Lawrence declared the Public Hearing open at 7:09 p.m. 
on the request of Import Auto for renewal of his Conditional Use Permit 
to continue the operation of a Used Car Lot at 161 N. Commercial, Lots 
1 thru 4, Block 547, Old Town Site.  The property is zoned GB-General 
Business.  The Planning and Zoning Commission had met on the 
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request previously and recommends the Council’s approval of a two-
year extension of the Conditional Use Permit.   
 
The City Attorney asked if Mr. Ahmad Frahnakian was present.  He was 
not.  The City Attorney asked if anyone was present in Mr. Frahnakian’s 
behalf.  There was not. 
 
The City Inspector stated this was Import Auto on N. Commercial that 
Planning and Zoning Commission had approved for another full two 
years of continued car sales. 
 
Councilmember Attaway asked did the City have controversy with 
Import Auto parking vehicles in the right of way? 
 
City Inspector stated they did, but Mr. Frahnakian had corrected the 
problem and has not parked vehicles in the right-of-way in the past five 
or six months. 
 
City Attorney asked if there was anyone present opposed to the 
application?  Seeing none the City Attorney declared the Public Hearing 
closed at 7:11 p.m. 
 

ITEM  7. CONSIDER AND ACT ON REQUEST OF IMPORT AUTO/AHMAD 
FARAHNAKIAN FOR A RENEWAL OF HIS CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT TO CONTINUE THE OPERATION OF A USED CAR LOT AT 
161 N. COMMERCIAL, LOTS 1 THRU 4, BLOCK 547, OLD TOWN 
SITE.  THE PROPERTY IS ZONED GB-GENERAL BUSINESS. 
 
Councilmember Chapa made the motion to approve the request of 
Import Auto/Mr. Ahmad Frahnakian for a renewal of his Conditional Use 
Permit for two years to continue the operation of a Used Car Lot at 161 
N. Commercial, Lots 1 thru 4, Block 547, Old Town Site.  There was a 
second by Councilmember Hametner and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

ITEM  8. PUBLIC HEARING ON REQUEST OF MR. CURTIS SHAW AND MR. 
BOB ALVAREZ FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO SELL 
TRAVEL TRAILERS, CARS AND TRUCKS AT 753 N. COMMERCIAL.  
THE PROPERTY IS ZONED GB-GENERAL BUSINESS. 
 
The City Attorney declared the Public Hearing open at 7:12 p.m. on the 
request of Mr. Curtis Shaw and Mr. Bob Alvarez for a Conditional Use 
Permit to sell travel trailers, cars and trucks at 753 N. Commercial.  The 
Planning and Zoning Commission had met on the request of Mr. Curtis 
Shaw and Mr. Bob Alvarez previously and recommends the Council 
deny the request.   
 
The City Attorney asked if Mr. Shaw or Mr. Alvarez were present.  They 
were not.  
 
Mayor Galvan stated he had a note from Mr. Alvarez stating he had an 
emergency with family in Houston, so he would not be able to attend 
tonight. 
 
The City Attorney asked was Mr. Shaw present?  He was not.  City 
Attorney asked did Mayor Galvan want to postpone the request? 
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Mayor Galvan asked what did the Planning and Zoning Commission 
recommended? 
 
The City Attorney stated the Planning and Zoning Commission had met 
and recommended denial of the application. 
 
The City Inspector stated the Planning and Zoning Commission 
recommended denying the application because they felt there was not 
enough property.  There is now travel trailers backed up to the fence 
and the front tongues stick out into the State right-of-way.  If they had 
anything longer it would block the view of Blossom Street intersection 
down the highway.   
 
The City Attorney asked was there anyone present that would like to 
speak in favor of the application?  There were none. 
 
The City Attorney asked was there anyone opposed to the application? 
 
Ms. Pam Benson stated she owned Breezy’s Laundromat and the 
applicant’s property is right across the street from her business.  Ms. 
Benson stated there were some safety issues that needed to be closely 
examined.  When people try to pull out onto Commercial Street from Mr. 
Shaw’s property their vision is blocked.  Customers in her business had 
complained about the safety issue. 
 
Mr. Bill Blalock with Don-ell Trailer Park stated his business was located 
next to Ms. Benson’s business.  Mr. Blalcok stated he had witnessed 
the traffic on N. Commercial stopping to look at the trailers on the 
applicant’s property and had seen near accidents caused by the cars 
stopping in the street.  Mr. Blalock stated the Council should deny the 
application. 
 
The City Attorney asked was there anyone else that wished to be 
heard?  Seeing none, the City Attorney declared the Public Hearing 
closed at 7:15 p.m. 
 

ITEM  9. CONSIDER AND ACT ON REQUEST OF MR. CURTIS SHAW AND 
MR. BOB ALVAREZ FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO SELL 
TRAVEL TRAILERS, CARS AND TRUCKS AT 753 N. COMMERCIAL.  
THE PROPERTY IS ZONED GB-GENERAL BUSINESS. 
 
Councilmember Attaway made the motion to deny the request of Mr. 
Curtis Shaw and Mr. Bob Alvarez for a Conditional Use Permit to sell 
travel trailers, cars and trucks at 753 N. Commercial.  There was a 
second by Councilmember Hametner and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

ITEM 10. CONSIDER AND ACT ON AWARDING BID FOR THE GOODNIGHT 
AND RANSOM LIFT STATIONS. 
 
Mr. Gurley stated the bids were opened for the Goodnight and Ransom 
Lift Stations rehabilitation.  Mr. Gurley stated there were four bidders 
and the bids were between $1,054,178.00 and $2,196,368.00.  Perry 
Construction was the low bidder.  Mr. Gurley stated he recommended 
approving Perry Construction as the low bidder, subject to the approval 
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of the Texas Water Development Board.  Mr. Gurley asked were there 
any questions? 
 
Councilmember Hametner asked what is the other type of asphalt 
stated in Perry Construction’s bid? 
 
Mr. Gurley stated it was a limestone asphalt instead of cold mix, that 
was just for road crossings and it was a little cheaper.  Mr. Gurley stated 
he had looked at applications of the limestone asphalt in Ingleside done 
by Perry Construction and the limestone asphalt was holding up better 
than the old cold mix.   
 
Councilmember Attaway stated he had noticed the bid came in under 
the loan amount and that was good. 
 
Mr. Gurley stated that was just the construction cost; there was still 
engineering, contingency, some financial obligations, and attorney fees 
with the Texas Water Development Board but it was still going to be 
less expensive than $1.5M when they were finished.   
 
Councilmember Attaway made the motion to approve awarding the bid 
for the Goodnight and Ransom Lift Stations to Perry Construction, 
subject to approval by the Texas Water Development Board.  
Councilmember Hametner seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Mayor Galvan stated before the Council recessed into Executive 
Session he would like to present a gift of a leaded crystal vase to City 
Secretary Karen Mayer with the following inscription: 
 
 Karen R. Mayer 
 City Secretary 
 April 1967 – February 2006 
 
 With Heartfelt Thanks and Sincere 
 Appreciation for Your Service to our City. 
 
 Mayor and City Council 
 City of Aransas Pass 
 February 24, 2006 
 
City Secretary accepted her gift with surprise and thanked the Mayor 
and Council. 
 

ITEM 11. RECESS REGULAR MEETING AND RETIRE TO EXECUTIVE 
SESSION PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 551 OF TEXAS GOVERNMENT 
CODE. 
 
Section 551.074 – Personnel Matters – Interim City Secretary – 
Appointment 
 
Recessed into Executive Session at 7:25 p.m. 
 

 
ITEM 12. RECONVENE IN REGULAR MEETING AND CONSIDER AND ACT 

ON FINDINGS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
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Section 551.074 – Personnel Matters – Interim City Secretary - 
Appointment 
 
Reconvened at 7:31 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Chapa made the motion to appoint Assistant City 
Secretary Ada Owens as Interim City Secretary until the position of City 
Secretary is filled, with the annual salary of $32,500.00 starting 
February 25, 2006.  Councilmember Hametner seconded the motion 
and the motion carried. 
 

ITEM 13.   ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING. 
 

Mayor Galvan adjourned the meeting at 7:33 p.m. 
 
 
 

       __________________________________________ 
                   Jesus Galvan,                                           Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Ada Owens,        Assistant City Secretary 


